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PREFACE
Welcome to The Parchment Project!
The Parchment Project serves as a dynamic tool for inductive Bible study. Its panoramic design enables
you to move from the bird’s-eye view of an entire Epistle to the worm’s-eye view of a paragraph. In the
blink of an eye, rather than the turning of pages, you can both synthesize and analyse with greater ease.
The big-picture layout features 17 Epistles of the New Testament, each occupying 2 facing pages or less.
The 10 longer books are formatted according to their literary sections of 2 pages or less.
This retro idea calls us back to independent sheets of parchment and lengthy scrolls used before printing
presses and bookbinding. Bound books impact distribution to the masses but the masses risk to loose the
impact of the context. Initially, the reader’s eyes meshed the parts and the whole. For Paul’s last projects
with Luke and Mark, he earnestly desired his “scrolls and especially the parchments” (2 Timothy 4:11-13).
The goal of The Parchment Project goes beyond learning proof texts and memory verses. The documents’
unique format and the website both aim to make the New Testament more accessible, comprehensible
and applicable to people around the world. Reading an entire book of the Bible no longer seems so
overwhelming. More people will discover more about the God of the Bible, His Son Jesus Christ and how
to relate to Him by faith and obedience through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Inductive Bible study is an essential step toward discovering relevant application. This demands knowing
the literary structure of what is written, where it is located and how to retrieve it from memory. Having the
context in full view enables you to enjoy an agile learning experience of a literary section or an entire book.
Seeing entire epistles on 2 facing pages is launching a worldwide “WOW!” reaction. We plan to offer bound
versions available online. They will include the added feature of summary charts that trace the structure of
each book of the New Testament Scriptures. To indicate your interest in pre-ordering bound versions,
please express your desire at parchmentproject.com
As we seek to engage the Word of God more widely and deeply, I pray the Holy Spirit will produce fruitful
experiences for the glory God.
Fred Young
Brussels, Belgium

Tips & Tools
During the discovery process let your eye gate capture recurring themes. Set apart noteworthy observations
with techniques of underlining, circling and color-coding key words and phrases. Remember the locations of
shifts in subject matter. Begin to identify the relationships between them. Soon, your grasp of the entire
book becomes firm. Your comprehension of what the initial readers understood becomes clearer.
Parchmentproject.com has
additional tips and tools for
inductive Bible study such as:

Freedom from legalism
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220…I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me…
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36 Consider Abraham:
“He believed and it was
credited to him as
righteousness…”
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• Righteous position
• Transformational life style
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Although Paul had
difficulty with his
eyesight (Acts 99-10 ),
his insight was 20/20

Paul looks ahead to
the Holy Spirit’s
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Faith, hope, love
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• Faith in the promise = righteousness 36
• The law tutored people to Christ 324
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Follow
His Spirit
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Paul looks back at
Abraham’s faith & the law

• His revelation from Jesus Christ
• His relationship with the Apostles
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Solution:
Freedom
In Christ
51-6
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Grace

522…but the fruit
of the Spirit is love…

Solution:
Faith
In Christ
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Paul looks back at
the gospel of grace
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1. How to make significant
observations using the
principles of literature.
2. How to assemble notes
and create summary charts
to reflect structure and
purpose.
3. How to recognize and
trace major themes that
impacted life then and
transform lives now.

	
  
Philemon
1Paul,

a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker – 2also to Apphia our sister
and Archippus our fellow soldier – and to the church that meets in your home:
3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear
about your love for all his holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6I pray
that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your
understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7Your love
has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have
refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.
8Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you
ought to do, 9yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none
other than Paul – an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus – 10that
I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in
chains. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both
to you and to me.
12I am sending him – who is my very heart – back to you. 13I would have
liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while
I am in chains for the gospel. 14But I did not want to do anything without your
consent, so that any favour you do would not seem forced but would be
voluntary. 15Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while
was that you might have him back for ever – 16no longer as a slave, but better
than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you,
both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.
17So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.
18If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19I,
Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back – not to mention that
you owe me your very self. 20I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit
from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your
obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.
22And one thing more: prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be
restored to you in answer to your prayers.
23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24And
so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.
25The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

	
  

